Strategic Development Location West of Crawley

WSCC Transport Position Statement February 2006

Background
The West of Crawley strategic development location is identified in the West Sussex Structure Plan 2001-2016 adopted in October 2004. The “area of search” includes land to the north and south of the railway line. In transport terms, WSCC is prepared to consider the merits of either location provided that infrastructure requirements are met.

Transport Requirements

The requirements indicated in Policy LOC1 and set out in Appendix B of the West Sussex Structure Plan 2001-2016 are:

i) A relief road serving the new development and relieving Ifield, Bewbush and other parts of town of through traffic

ii) Provision of high quality passenger transport (possibly an extension to Fastway and new or improved railway stations)

Relief Road

Purpose:

· To provide adequate access to the development and relieve Ifield, Bewbush and other parts of the town of through traffic

· To help to discourage through traffic from entering adjoining residential areas

· To prevent unacceptable traffic impact on highway network in west Crawley area, especially A23 Crawley Avenue and M23 junction 11 at Pease Pottage

· To provide improved access to Gatwick Airport

Standard:

· Single carriageway with surface level junctions

Potential further benefits (subject to detailed transport study):

· Scope for alleviating existing congestion and safety problems in the west Crawley area

· Scope for providing improved access to existing development eg Ifield West

Work Undertaken to Date

Transport Impact Assessment

A strategic transport assessment of the West of Crawley strategic location was carried out in 2001-02 as part of a WSCC evaluation of several such locations being considered for inclusion in the draft Structure Plan. The assessment was carried out using the County Transport Model and, as part of this work, the original 12-hour traffic model was upgraded and converted into a morning peak hour road and rail transport model. The revised County Model was therefore better suited to testing proposed developments including both housing and employment uses.

The principal findings of the County Model assessment were:

· With full Western Relief Road, linking the A264 at Bewbush to the A23 south of the Gatwick spur, the highway network in the west Crawley area continues to work effectively in 2016

· M23 junctions 9, 9a, 10 and 11 experience increased flows from the West of Crawley development

· A Western Relief Road provides improved access to M23 junctions 9 and 9a from the west, moderating the increase in flows at junction 10.

Relief Road

In late 2004 consultants Halcrow were commissioned by WSCC to design an indicative alignment for a single carriageway Western Relief Road allowing sufficient space for a new neighbourhood. The study was required to take account of planning and environmental constraints and derive  a preliminary estimate of cost.

For the purposes of the study a design speed of 100kph was assumed and allowances were made for the possibility of widening to dual carriageway standard in the future. The study demonstrated, in highway design terms, the feasibility of the proposed relief road subject to the outcome of detailed investigations into environmental impact. However the cost estimate of almost £13M reflected only the basic cost of construction works and did not include allowances for land acquisition, design fees, environmental mitigation or the costs of dealing with claims and compensation.

Next Steps

Transport Impact Assessment

Following on from the strategic level of analysis undertaken using County Model, the next stage should be for prospective developers to carry out a detailed multi-modal transport assessment with guidance from WSCC. The basis for this should be the County Council’s new Saturn model for Crawley that has been recently under development in conjunction with the Haslett Avenue leisure centre redevelopment to the east of the town centre.

The weekday AM peak and Saturday peak traffic and public transport models are now available but the weekday PM peak and off-peak models will not be completed until late April 2006. However the Crawley Model as currently being worked on will need to be extended and revalidated in the west Crawley area which will entail new surveys and suitable processing of the data collected. It will therefore be impracticable to complete full assessments of West of Crawley until July/August at the earliest because of the work needed to improve the model’s accuracy in the principal area of interest.

Pending the availability of a revalidated Crawley Model it should be possible to proceed with investigating the scope for sustainable means of travel to meet transport demand. This should include the potential for bus-based high quality passenger transport (ie a Fastway type of service) and the feasibility of a new railway station or improvements to existing railway stations.

Relief Road

Further work is needed to determine optimal alignments for the relief road in relation to the site(s) under consideration. It is therefore necessary to investigate further the topographical and environmental aspects that will influence the design work. Strategies also need to be developed for junction layouts and locations but this should preferably await the results the transport assessment work.
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