West and North West of Crawley Strategic Development Location

Key Stakeholder Position Statements

THAMES WATER
	Consultation Stage
	Respondent/Rep No.
	Name of Respondent
	Date of response

	Horsham District Council
	
	
	

	Issues & Options
	9429
	Cook
	19/07/04

	Preferred Options
	3
	Cook
	11/03/05

	Submission Stage
	679
	Cook
	16/12/05

	
	
	
	

	Crawley Borough Council 
	
	
	

	Issues & Options
	-
	Cook
	05/01/05

	Preferred Options (stakeholder)
	-
	Cook
	03/06/05

	Preferred Options (General consultation)
	3169
	Cook
	06/12/05

	
	
	
	

	W&NW of Crawley JAAP
	
	
	

	 Issues & Options
	1645
	Cook
	02/11/06

	
	
	
	

	General Correspondence 
	
	
	

	
	8042/16/dw/gac
	David Wilson
	27/06/06

	
	8042/16/dw/gac
	David Wilson
	12/01/07


Crawley Sewage Treatment Works (STW) would serve the proposed development. Due to the proposed development an upgrade of Crawley STW would be required. However, such an upgrade may require an extension to the STW and this will be difficult as there is no spare land available at the STW to extend onto. The majority of the land surrounding the STW is in the ownership of BAA and therefore a Compulsory Purchase Order may be required which would be a complicated and lengthy procedure.
A major extension to the STW would significantly increase the volume of effluent discharged to the Gatwick Stream and this could trigger a more stringent consent to be applied by the Environment Agency to prevent deterioration of river quality. 

Thames Water would prefer to drain the development to a new sewage treatment facility which should be constructed on a site large enough to accommodate future additional process plant necessary to treat flows arising from any further development in the area. The provision of a new STW to the west or north west of Crawley is dependant on suitable land being identified and secured alongside all the relevant permissions from the HDC, WSCC and Environment Agency. Thames Water have/will undertake an initial feasibility study to ascertain potential areas and then consult HDC on these. 
Large engineering works needed to upgrade infrastructure as a result of development could take up to five years and implementing new treatment works could take up to ten years. 

Thames Water can only provide infrastructure upgrades where they have been recognised through the business plan submission to OFWAT. Thames Water and OFWAT also need to be confident that development is going ahead to prevent investment in assets that are not subsequently required.

The water companies’ investment and price setting are regulated by OFWAT through a five yearly Asset Management Plan (AMP). Thames Water are currently in the AMP4 period (April 2005 – March 2010). Thames Water’s draft business plan for AMP5 (April 2010 to March 2015) needs to be submitted in draft to Ofwat in October 2008. Thames Water needs to plan the infrastructure for AMP5 period before October 2007. It is therefore important Thames Water has enough detail on the location and numbers of dwellings before this time. 

When using Risk of Flooding as a sustainability objective and indicator all potential sources of flooding, including fluvial, groundwater, surface and sewer flooding are considered and that a Strategic Flood Risk Assessment is undertaken.

Thames Water states that in light of potential capacity issues at the Crawley STW there needs to be a specific policy on water and sewerage infrastructure to avoid unacceptable impacts on the environment.  At present, Thames Water considers that Policy ICS2, Infrastructure Provision, of Crawley Borough Council’s Preferred Options Core Strategy, fails to address water and wastewater infrastructure issues and the adequate phasing of development with infrastructure improvements.
Thames Water consider it essential to include a statement in Policy W1, Land West and North West of Crawley – Timing, which states ‘Development should not take place unless the capacity of sewage treatment works and the quality of outputs is sufficient to meet additional demand’.  Thames Water also consider that the policy should state that the development should be phased and coordinated with the appropriate infrastructure improvements so that the necessary improvements are completed prior to occupation of the development. 
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