	CRIME PREVENTION

“There has been a general acceptance that the design of buildings and their surroundings are major factors affecting crime.  It is recognised that certain elements in design can influence criminal behaviour for good or ill as well as the ability of citizens to exercise control over their environment.  The implementation of such measures in the design stage is the most economical and effective way of reducing the likelihood of a criminal attack”.

Sussex Police, through their crime prevention advisers, have an agreement with the County Council and all Local Authority Planning Departments whereby they comment on all planning applications that exceed 10 or more dwellings or 1,000m² of commercial floor space from a crime prevention perspective.  (Defined as large scale developments.)

Crime Prevention Design Advisers offer advice using the principles of Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED), which includes Defensible Space, Natural Surveillance, Psychological Barriers, Specifications for Physical Security, Car Parking and Landscaping.

By employing those principles in the design and layout of developments, the aim is to reduce or eliminate the offender’s ability and opportunity to commit crime – and thereby reduce their motivation.

The implementation of such measures at the earliest opportunity in the design stage is the most economical and effective way of reducing the likelihood of a criminal attack.

“Safer Places – The Planning System and Crime Prevention” makes crime prevention a material  Section 17(1) of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 also requires local authorities, when exercising all of their functions, to consider the effect on crime and disorder.

All developments that fall within the criteria will be referred to Sussex Police for a risk assessment and comments.

Developments within the definition of large scale developments will only be granted planning permission for proposals where the applicant can demonstrate, clearly, how crime prevention measures have been incorporated into the layout and design.

All such proposals will be assessed with reference to the crime prevention measures set out in the Association of Chief Police Officers’ publications “Secured by Design” and “Safer Parking”.

Both these initiatives can be visited on the website www.securedbydesign.com.




