West and North West of Crawley Strategic Development Location

Key Stakeholder Position Statements

NETWORK RAIL
	Consultation Stage
	Respondent/Rep No.
	Name of Respondent
	Date of response

	Horsham District Council 
	
	
	

	Issues & Options
	-
	
	

	Preferred Options
	580
	Rowley
	17/03/05

	Submission Stage
	-
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Crawley Borough Council
	
	
	

	Issues & Options
	-
	Price
	12/01/05

	Preferred Options (Stakeholder)
	-
	Price
	06/06/05

	Preferred Options (General consultation)
	3136
	Butler
	12/12/05

	W&NW of Crawley JAAP
	
	
	

	 Issues & Options
	2893
	Austin
	10/11/06


Objection to development west of Crawley on the basis an analysis as to the effect of the development on the relevant railway stations has not been done. The analysis should be carried out and, if appropriate, mitigation measure agreed between the developer, HDC and Network Rail.
Network Rail supports Crawley Borough Councils’ Core Strategy Policy T7, Improving Rail Stations; however, the wording should be strengthened to note that ‘development contributions will be required from proximate development to enhance station facilities’ given that all stations are likely to experience increased passenger pressure as a result of Crawley’s growth and new development.
Network Rail would welcome a transport assessment. Where an increase in rail patronage is identified and subsequently any railway station facilities/infrastructure would require improvements to accommodate the rise, developer contributions would then be sought. Network Rail feels that the Councils should pool planning obligations from developers to mitigate their impact upon the railway.

The WSSP indicates that the provision of a new station should be considered. There is a longstanding proposal for a new station at Holmbush, just east of and presumably replacing Faygate. This would require considerable investigation and is currently unfunded. However, if it was regarded as a possibility it could form part of the LDF proposals.

Any development that would significantly increase the use of the existing Faygate or Ifield stations must consider the need to extend the platforms. Both stations only have capacity for 5 coaches; an option to increase the platforms to cater for 12 coaches services should be made available if necessary. Significant improvements in relation to disabled access are also likely to be necessary. 

Were the development to increase the use of level crossings at Crawley High Street, Crawley Horsham Road, and Roffey Road (1 mile west of Faygate), there may be serious concerns regarding the safety and increase in traffic at these sites. If a transport assessment highlighted these issues Network Rail would be seeking contributions to replace the level crossings with bridges where necessary.

Network Rail wishes to be fully involved in all relevant aspects of consultation regarding the JAAP.
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