West and North West of Crawley Strategic Development Location

Key Stakeholder Position Statements

HIGHWAYS AGENCY
	Consultation Stage
	Respondent/Rep No.
	Name of Respondent
	Date of response

	Horsham District Council
	
	
	

	Issues & Options
	4529
	Moore
	07/08/04

	Preferred Options
	210
	Minshull
	17/03/05

	Submission Stage
	3047-8, 51, 53-4
	Pratt
	16/12/05 

	
	
	
	Plus further correspondence 

	Crawley Borough Council
	
	
	

	Issues & Options
	-
	Minshull
	12/01/05

	Preferred Options (Stakeholder)
	-
	Pratt
	08/06/05

	Preferred Options (General consultation)
	3145
	Pratt
	12/12/05

	W&NW of Crawley JAAP
	
	
	

	 Issues & Options
	141
	Pratt
	10/11/06


The Highways Authority (HA) supports the concept of a mixed-use site, but until it can be demonstrated that the development has a sustainable transport infrastructure supporting it, the HA will object to the development being undertaken.   The HA recommends that sustainable transport be a proactive input in the development process, with the result of minimising demand at source and mitigation of trunk road impacts.
Concern is raised over the impact of such a development on the existing motorway and trunk road network. There is particular concern with regards to the M23, which is approaching capacity with stressed junctions, particularly junction 11. There are no major schemes to alleviate this due within the life of the plan. The A23 Handcross to Warninglid widening scheme will not begin before the summer of 2008. The Agency requires at a minimum, a Transport Assessment, including a Travel Plan for all development likely to have an impact on the trunk road network, which should be reflected in the JAAP.
A broad transport assessment of development to the west and north-west of Crawley has been undertaken, which indicated a number of improvements to the M23/A23 area will be required by 2026 to enable the delivery of all the planned development in the Gatwick sub-region. Accordingly, no ‘showstoppers’ have emerged that might preclude the prospects of development to the west and north-west of Crawley. Further work will, however, be essential to identify the improvements in detail and the timing of these improvements relative to the phasing of development and appropriate funding mechanisms. The HA would require that the improvements are in place to match the phasing of the development and that a traffic generation monitoring procedure is implemented.  This would set out sanctions for not achieving traffic generation targets and could include restrictions on further development and additional road improvements. 

The modelling work undertaken by the HA is based on a traffic model. Developers would be expected to assess the multimodal aspects of their development and supply information to the HA on the quantum of residual traffic for the HA to assess the impact on the M23/A23. This should be undertaken for the preparation of the JAAP and will be an integral part of the Transport Assessment, which will be available at Preferred Options Stage.
The HA wishes to see this development related to other proposed development in neighbouring authorities, with demonstrable evidence that the road infrastructure has been planned, even in outline, to cater for the total amount of development. The HA would require improvements to the relevant Strategic Road Network junctions to accommodate residual development traffic, after all other sustainable transport means have been implemented. 
In principle the HA supports improvement to public transport provision as it has potential to reduce development impact on the trunk road network, and align with PPG13. On sustainable travel grounds the HA would have concerns about any proposal close to Ifield station. 

The HA note that the trunk road network has not been specifically mentioned in the SA/SEA scoping report. They request the setting of specific targets and encouragement of the use of more sustainable modes of transport is outlined in the SA/SEA. The HA also draw attention to the EU Air Quality Directive (1999/30) and the need for its reference and inclusion in the SA/SEA.
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