West and North West of Crawley Strategic Development Location

Key Stakeholder Position Statements
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The impact on the High Weald AONB from these proposals appears to be minimal. The development brief area lies north of the A264 which is the boundary of the High Weald AONB. The proposals do not therefore lie within or directly affect the High Weald. 
There may be some landscape impact in terms of the setting of the AONB and planning policy should look at the impact of such a development on the setting of the AONB. Clearly at this stage of the proposals any such impact on the setting of the AONB is impossible to assess. 

However in taking this work further due consideration of this issue could be incorporated with for instance, the understanding that the development would not sit tight against the A264 road line, that the height and form of the buildings could be designed to minimise impact and reflect the more rural  and country setting in this location. 

A ‘ragged edge’ to the development along the boundary with the AONB and some buffer space along the A264 could assist in merging the AONB edge into the urban development, perhaps intentionally creating an urban/rural fringe along this edge of the development. 

Overall the aim would be to soften any impacts by creating a transitional zone between the AONB and the bulk of the new built form to prevent a hard break occurring on the edge of the AONB, which would jar with the setting of the AONB. 

5th May 2006

Taken from a letter in response to an invitation to make a position statement. 
