West and North West of Crawley Strategic Development Location

Key Stakeholder Position Statements

ENGLISH NATURE
	Consultation Stage
	Respondent/Rep No.
	Name of Respondent
	Date of response

	Horsham District Council
	
	
	

	Issues & Options
	8405
	Louise Hutchby
	23/07/04

	Preferred Options
	465
	Louise Hutchby
	17/03/05

	Submission Stage
	-
	
	

	ADS Consultation
	4996
	
	14/03/05

	
	
	
	

	Crawley Borough Council
	
	
	

	Issues & Options
	-
	Rebecca Pearson
	10/01/05

	Preferred Options (Stakeholder)
	-
	
	

	Preferred Options (General consultation)
	3142
	Rebecca Pearson
	12/12/05


English Nature considers that Ifield is a more sustainable option than Bewbush if a higher level of additional road infrastructure is required west of Bewbush. An Ecological survey and mitigation strategy will be required to accompany a planning application for development west of Crawley. English Nature strongly supports policies to direct housing to previously develop land over greenfield sites and highlights the contribution that brownfield sites can make to biodiversity.
English Nature supports the exclusion of the ancient woodland from the development area and the intention for any roads associated with the development not to dissect the woodland. English nature also supports HDC’s position that there is no overriding need for a link road. The intention to provide public transport, pedestrian and cycle links is supported.

This site includes House Copse Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). English Nature would object to any proposed development in this area which would adversely affect the features for which this SSSI was notified. The need to protect these features of this site should be taken into account when undertaking the studies to identify the precise form and nature of any proposed development. 

English Nature considers that new developments should be designed and built to ensure that biodiversity of the area is maintained and where possible enhanced.  All new builds should include the maximum in energy conservation technology, as well as water-saving devices. They also advise that landscaping/planting schemes in development proposals use native species of local provenance.  The incorporation of Sustainable Drainage Systems is also advised where appropriate.

Any individual statements attributed to EN need to be read in the context of the full text of the consultation responses from which they are taken, as well as any other EN advice which may be relevant.
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