Land West and North West of Crawley

Biodiversity Position Statement
Introduction
An ecological survey was undertaken of the land to the West and North West of Crawley in summer 2000. This survey forms the base of the information for this position statement but it has been updated with data from the Sussex Rare Species Inventory and Sussex Protected Species Register supplied by the Sussex Biodiversity Records Centre in February 2007 and significant bird data from the Sussex Ornithological Society in may 2007. The area to the West and North West of Crawley contains several areas which have been identified as being of importance for nature conservation. Some of these areas have been designated as Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) or Sites of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI). In addition to these designated sites, several other sites of conservation importance have been identified in the ecological survey these include areas of ancient woodland, hedgerows, ponds and conservation grassland. This position statement should be read in conjunction with the accompanying map.
Habitat Designations
· Within the Area of Study
House Copse SSSI (number 4 on map): This is a small area of isolated woodland, with much evidence to suggest that it is ancient woodland with continuity of woodland cover since at least the Middle Ages. This type of woodland is rare and almost unknown elsewhere in Southern England. The SSSI has recently been assessed and found to be in a favourable condition.
Hyde Hill SNCI (H52 on map): Selected as an urban SNCI due to its important combination of habitats, with semi-natural woodland, thick hedgerows, streams and rough grassland. The site supports a number of uncommon plants and butterflies, plus a diversity of breeding birds.
Willoughby Fields SNCI (Cr12 on map): A large site containing several unimproved grassland fields, with a network of hedgerows, areas of scrub and small copses that lies between the River Mole and an unnamed stream on the outskirts of Langley Green. The habitat provides a breeding ground for several bird, butterfly and damselfly species.
Ifield Brook Wood and Meadows SNCI (Cr2 on map) This site has been included in the area of study for the purpose of the Preferred Options Joint Area Action Plan
The site incorporates a number of relatively herb-rich meadows enclosed by thick hedges, Ifield Brook itself and some woodland. It is this combination of habitats, the relatively unimproved nature of many of the fields and its proximity to a large town which make the site valuable. The diversity of habitats is reflected in the fauna which includes six species of butterfly, four species of damselfly and numerous birds. 
· Outside of the Area of Study
Buchan Hill Ponds SSSI (number 5 on map): The three ponds are the best example in West Sussex of Wealden hammer ponds on acid Tunbridge Wells sands. A nationally uncommon woodland type occupies the wetlands around the ponds and the site supports a rich dragonfly fauna which includes two particularly notable species.

Wood near Lower Prestwood Farm SNCI (H4 on map): The woodland is dominated by Hornbeam and Ash grown mainly as trees grown from coppice; birch and particularly sycamore are also frequent. There are few mature standards remaining as most have been felled. The shrub layer, consisting of several species, forms variable cover and there is a dense species-rich ground flora.    
Ifield Pond and surroundings SNCI (Cr9 on map): This is a large pond which is of great local importance due to its diverse submerged and emergent vegetation, birdlife, dragonflies and amphibians. The pond is bisected by a railway line. The main pond is south of the railway, though the area to the north is also of great wildlife value. There is also a small, semi-natural woodland to the south-east of the pond. 

Kilnwood Copse SNCI (H6 on map): The site consists of woodland of mainly Oak and Hornbeam and also unusually, Small-leaved Lime is present throughout. There are also two small ponds but these are over-grown and currently of little aquatic interest.

Buchan Country Park (H64 on map): This site is a country park. It consists of an area of woodland with an increasing area of heath land, a small meadow and three large lakes on the south west edge of Crawley.
Ancient Woodland (Within Area of Study)
Ifield Wood: An area of ancient semi-natural woodland. The definition of ancient semi-natural woodland is an ancient woodland site that has retained the native tree and shrub cover that has not been planted, although it may have been managed by coppicing or felling and allowed to regenerate naturally. 
House Copse: The House Copse SSSI is an area of ancient and semi-natural woodland (see above for more detail of the site description).
Hyde Hill: Part of the Hyde Hill SNCI is an area of ancient and semi-natural woodland (see above for more detail of the site description).
Other Woodland

There are also numerous areas throughout the Area of Study that have been identified as areas of woodland in the National Inventory of Woodland and Trees (England) which is carried out by The Forestry Commission, these are identified on the accompanying map. 
Also mapped are hedgerows/ woodland which were identified in the ecological survey of the area in 2000
Other areas identified as being of conservation importance

	Site and Code (annotated on plan)
	Notes

	OCS1 Holmbush Farm Landfill Site

TQ237350 (TQ2335)
	Landfill site appears to be restored grassland in the most part, although original landscape features including woodland, streams and hedgerows have been retained. The landscape is open with large sloping fields. Comprehensive data exists, particularly for birds that have been recorded in the area over several years that show the area to be valuable wildlife habitat. County Geological Site is present in Pondtail Shaw.

	OCS2 Stumbleholm Farm, Ifield
TQ230365 (TQ2336)
	Farmland that has been managed with nature conservation in mind for many years which retains a relatively small-scale field pattern with mature trees and hedgerows. Several birds of conservation concern have been recorded here. Records for a wide range of flora and fauna exist.

	OCS3 Ifield Golf Course
TQ238367 (TQ2336)
	Self-contained manicured landscape with many mature trees notably clumps of Scots Pines. Many original landscape features (hedgerows, streams, ponds, and mature trees) have been retained and some rough grassland is present so the site is likely to have some value for wildlife; common species of butterfly have been recorded here. Adjacent to Hyde Hill SNCI. Tree Preservation Order.

	OSC4 Field south of Mount Cottages
TQ230373 (TQ2337)
	A field that regularly holds significantly large numbers of wading birds.

	OCS5 Ifield Court Wetlands
TQ246384 (TQ2438)
	Pond in Ifield Court Meadow and Ifield Court Moat and adjacent landscape, support a protected species.

	OCS6 Ifieldwood Marsh
TQ241388 (TQ2438)
	Area of marshy ground, becoming overgrown with Willow scrub that supports several species of interesting butterflies and breeding birds.


The River Mole and Tributaries

An ecological evaluation of the River Mole has graded sections of the river according to its importance for Wildlife. Ifield Brook and two sections of the River Mole within the designated area boundary have been found to be grade 1 – critically important for wildlife. Parts of Ifield Brook and the River Mole have also been found to be grade 2 – important for wildlife. The remainder of the River Mole within the designated area boundary is grade 3 – good for wildlife.   

Sussex Rare and Protected Species Inventory 
Rare species are selected according to strict criteria of rarity associated with their occurrence in Sussex. The list covers all rare species of Sussex in all taxa.

The criteria for selecting species are as follows;

· All species in the British Red Data Books including all Notable fauna and Nationally Scarce flora and British endemic taxa which have ever occurred in Sussex whether extinct or not

· All taxa on the Biodiversity short list

· Internationally rare taxa cited in the Bern Convention, IUCN Red Data lists, or EU Habitats Directive which are not covered by any of the above

· County Rarities

The Sussex Protected Species Register consists of species of plants, fungi and animals (other than birds) which are protected under Schedules 5 (Protected animals other than birds), 6 (Animals which may not be killed or taken by certain methods) and 8 (Protected plants and Fungi) of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981.

The majority of rare and protected species appear to be within designated areas such as SNCIs, SSSIs and areas of ancient woodland and other woodland. Other areas where there appear to be clusters of species are at Stumbleholm farm to the west of Ifield Golf Club and in an area just to the north of the Golf Club. The location of these can be seen on the accompanying map.
The protected and rare species inventories list records of species that were recorded as being present at that time and date but it does not mean that that species is still present, also because a species has not been recorded does not mean it is not present on the site, simply that it has not been recorded.
Bird Data

Significant bird data has been has been supplied by the Sussex Ornithological Society. The data has been edited so as to include only records of birds that have red or amber conservation status; those that are possible or confirmed breeding bird records and only records made since 2000, the location of these can be seen on the accompanying map. There are several records of red and amber status on and surrounding the landfill site, also a record of amber status near to Stumbleholm Farm and two red status records near to Ifield Wood. 
County Geological Sites

	County Geological Site within area of study
	Site description

	CGS 2 – Pondtail Shaw
	On the Horsham Stone outcrop, mine pits occur in the small woods, with signs of old diggings

	CGS 5 – Field north of House Copse SSSI
	In the core of the Faygate Syncline there is a small sandstone outlier, probably Bed 3

	CGS 6 – Golf Course
	Signs of Brackish water (Ophiomorpha) follow in the Whitehall sands.

	CGS 7 – Land west of Ifield
	Mine pits in a small wood, The Grove, were probably dug for ironstone at a level equivalent to that of the Horsham stone. 

	CGS 11- Field north of Ifield Court
	An Ironstone fragment found in a field is a homogenous siderite rock of approximately 0.005mm grain size.


